Year 5
BAPTISM/CONFIRMATION – BELONGING
Come and See for yourself

EXPLORE
Our lives are marked by many different experiences of being welcomed into new situations and groups.
We recognise the importance of welcome, of feeling comfortable with new situations and belonging to new groups. We belong to families, to work places and to social groupings.

· What experiences of belonging can you recall in the family, at work or in leisure time?
· Are these good experiences? Are there any difficulties?
· What difference does ‘belonging’ make in your life?

REVEAL
Christians believe that everyone is invited to share in the life and work of God through Baptism. The Bible recounts God’s invitations to people to share in his life and work: among them Moses, Samuel, the prophets, Mary and the apostles.

“Through Baptism, men and women are incorporated into Christ. They are formed into God’s people and they obtain the forgiveness of all their sins. They become a new creation through water and the Holy Spirit. Hence they are called and are indeed children of God. Signed with the gift of the Spirit in Confirmation, Christians more perfectly become the image of their Lord and are filled with the Holy Spirit. They bear witness to him before all the world and eagerly work for the building up of the body of Christ.” (General Introduction to the Rite of the Christian Initiation of Adults)

Word of God
“The next day, John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, ‘Look, here is the Lamb of God!’ The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, ‘What are you looking for?’ They said to him, ‘Rabbi (which translated means ‘Teacher’), where are you staying?’ He said to them, ‘Come and see.’ They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day.” (John 1:35-39)

· The call to follow Jesus is a personal invitation. Can you think of ways in which people respond to the invitation today?


RESPOND
· How does the school enable new children, new staff and parents to enter into the life of the school?
· How may children be helped to appreciate what it means to belong to a faith community?


Prayer and Reflection

Almighty and eternal God,
you keep together those you have united. 
Look kindly on all who follow Jesus your Son.
We are all consecrated to you by our common baptism;
make us one in the fullness of faith
and keep us one in the fellowship of love. 
Amen.
(Prayer for Various Occasions: for Unity of Christians)


	TEACHERS’ NOTES
	

	Through Baptism the Christian is called to a life of holiness and to the mission of spreading the Good News. That life may be lived out in different ways. For some it will be through marriage. Whatever life choices are made, the Christian is called to a commitment of holiness and service of others
Scripture: 1 Peter 4:8-11 Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins. Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received. so that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ.
Catechism of the Catholic Church 2013: “All Christians in any state or walk of life are called to the fullness of Christian life and to the perfection of charity.” All are called to holiness: “Be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”

	ABOUT THE TOPIC
	

	Prior learning: Confirmation: a call to witness
This Topic: learning outcomes
Know and understand:
• Showing care and commitment – Explore
• The call to life and love within the community; marriage – Reveal
Acquire the skills of assimilation, celebration and application of the above – Respond

	SCRIPTURE
	TRADITION

	Ephesians 4: 1-7
Ephesians 4: 11-13, 15
Proverbs 31: 10-29
Matthew 5: 6-9
	Sacrament of marriage
Vocation
Community of life and love Service (marriage)
Service
Church’s Story 3 pages 20-23 and 72-77

	SOME QUESTIONS OF MEANING & PURPOSE
	CORE VOCABULARY

	What is important for friendship to thrive?
Why are fidelity and commitment important in relationships?
	Vocation, marriage, service, responsibility, fidelity commitment

	RESOURCES
	CROSS CURRICULAR LINKS

	Church’s Story 3
 Luncheon of the Boating Party by Renoir
Use some widgit symbol supported text
	Literacy, Art, Music, ICT, RSE

	COME & SEE WEBSITE
	STANDARD INDICATOR

	Video clip of Sacrament of Marriage, exchange of vows
	Learning about religion
Beliefs, teaching & sources
Celebration and ritual
Social & moral practices & way of life
Learning from religion
Engagement with own & others’ beliefs & values
Engagement with questions of meaning

	RE CURRICULUM DIRECTORY
	LITURGICAL/PRAYERS LINKS
	SONGS/
HYMNS TO SING

	Area of Study 1: Knowing and loving God,
the Scriptures, the Trinity, Jesus Christ, Son of God,
the Holy Spirit
Area of Study 2: What is the Church? One and holy, Catholic, Mission
Area of Study 3: Liturgy, Sacraments, Eucharist, Matrimony, prayer
Area of Study 4: The dignity of the human person,
the human community, love of God, love of neighbour
	Marriage service
	See John Burland Grid

	POINTS TO REMEMBER
	

	Within the class there will be different models of commitment and marriage.


BAPTISM/CONFIRMATION – BELONGING: LIFE CHOICES – TOPIC OVERVIEW
YEAR 5 - 4 WEEKS | Marriage, commitment and service

EXPLORE
Showing care and commitment

STANDARD INDICATOR

Some children will be able to make links to show how feelings and beliefs affect their own and others’ quality of care and commitment towards each other. 
Some children will be able to make links to show how feelings and beliefs affect their own and others’ behaviour in relationships. 

Some children will begin to compare their own and other people’s ideas about questions concerning care and commitment that are difficult to answer. 
Some children will begin to engage with and respond to questions of life, particularly in relationships. 

KEY WORDS

responsibility, fidelity, commitment

RESOURCES

· Luncheon of the Boating Party by Renoir
· Use some widgit symbol supported text

TEACHING POINT

Use the painting Luncheon of the Boating Party or other painting, story or film clip that shows the love, care and commitment required in friendship for it to be effective.


















LEARNING INTENTION: Showing care and commitment

CONTENT 

Friendships are important in life. When you make friends, you have to think about the other person and show some care and loyalty towards them. Friendship usually means commitment to the other person’s needs as well as your own. This is true in families. In families where there is care, compassion and loyalty to each other everyone will feel better.

Luncheon of the boating party is one of Pierre-Auguste Renoir’s most famous works. It is one of the most well-known depictions of a lunch outing in art history. Set in a Paris café overlooking the Seine, the painting captures a joyous moment amongst friends. 

SOME KEY QUESTIONS

· What do you think is happening in this painting?
· How can you tell these people are friends?
· What do you think they are celebrating?
· How and when have you celebrated with friends?
· What do you think are the ingredients of a good friendship?
· What do you think the word fidelity means and how does it apply to friendship?
· What responsibilities do friends have to one another? 
· What is difficult and what is good about friendships? 
· What does it feel like to have faithful friend?

SOME SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 

· Paint your own friendship picture making sure you include elements of commitment, responsibility and fidelity. Compare friendship paintings in groups and explain the reasons for your composition.
· Write an article for a magazine giving advice about how to maintain a friendship, include ideas about commitment, responsibility and fidelity.
· Write a character study of your ideal friend, explain why they might be committed, loyal and faithful, and what influences them.
· Use some widgit symbol supported text about friends and family.

REFLECTION ON SIGNIFICANCE

Children gather round the display or class paintings, have a quiet moment together to reflect on and appreciate: the importance of showing love, care and commitment in friendship. Have a quiet moment to reflect on what kind of friend you are. 

· Write on a template of a heart one quality of a friend which is important to you. Place it into a basket within the focus area and as you do so think about how you would live that quality out. 




REVEAL
The call to life and love within the community; marriage

CONTENT: scripture – tradition – prayers

STANDARD INDICATOR

Some children will be able to use a developing religious vocabulary to give reasons for the religious actions and symbols used in the Sacrament of Marriage.
Some children will be able to give reasons for the love and service shown by Christians. 
Some children will be able to make links to show how feelings and beliefs affect their behaviour and that of others, concerning their mission in life. 

Some children will begin to describe and show understanding of religious sources, beliefs, ideas, feelings and experiences making links between them; concerning the mission of a Christian and married people in particular. 
Some children will be able to use religious terms to begin to show an understanding of the marriage liturgy and the Promises made. 
Some children will begin to show understanding of how religious belief shapes the lives of married people.
Some children will begin to show understanding of how religious belief shapes the lives of those who are involved in the community as volunteers. 

KEY WORDS

vocation, marriage, love service, responsibility fidelity, commitment loyalty

RESOURCES

God’s Story 3
Church’s Story 3

COME & SEE WEBSITE

Video clip of marriage ceremony


LEARNING FOCUS 1: We All Have a Mission

CONTENT
 
Church’s Story 3 page 21 put this page on the IWB, talk about the pictures: what it means to have a mission, remind the children of their understanding of Baptism.

Blessed John Newman wrote some famous lines about everyone having a special task in life, it may seem to be ordinary and simple, but if it is done in love for God and our neighbour, it is a definite task or mission which is special to each person.

God has created me
To do Him some definite service.
He has committed some work to me Which he has not committed to another. 
I have my mission.
Blessed John Henry Newman

I urge you, then – I who am a prisoner because I serve the Lord: live a life that measures up to the standard God set when he called you. Be always humble, gentle, and patient. Show your love by being tolerant with one another. Do your best to preserve the unity which the Spirit gives by means of the peace that binds you together. There is one body and one Spirit, just as there is one hope to which God has called you. There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism; there is one God and Father of all people, who is Lord of all, works through all, and is in all. Each one of us has received a special gift in proportion to what Christ has given.
Ephesians 4: 1-7

SOME KEY QUESTIONS

· What does the word mission mean?
· Explain and describe what you think a definite service is?
· What do you think the word committed means?
· Think and talk about people you know whose mission you know about? (could be family member, parent, someone in school or the parish family)
· Which words describe the Christian’s mission? Highlight them e.g. humility, gentleness etc.
· How can you contribute to the peace which binds us together?
· What do you think is the hope which God has called you to?

SOME SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 

· Think of someone you know or have heard about whose mission is very clear, write a biography of that person, saying how they live their mission and why? Show how their life measures up to the standard that God set as seen in Ephesians 4 1-7
· Ask the children to explore their own mission, by looking at the activities of a week and describe the various missions/ service they are involved in, use the words highlighted. Give reasons for some of their actions.


LEARNING FOCUS 2: The Different Ways of Living Our Mission

CONTENT 
 
Paul explained to the people living in Ephesus how everyone has a special role to play, and if each one is committed to it, it will help everyone.

It was he who gave gifts to people; he appointed some to be apostles, others to be prophets, others to be evangelists, others to be pastors and teachers. He did this to prepare all God’s people for the work of Christian service, in order to build up the body of Christ. And so we shall all come together to that oneness in our faith and in our knowledge of the Son of God; we shall become mature people. We must grow up in every way to be like Christ.
Ephesians 4: 11-13, 15

SOME KEY QUESTIONS

· What do you think it means to be an apostle? 
· How can you be an apostle?
· What do you think it means to be prophet? (A messenger of God who speaks about how we should live as God wants us to live through words and actions)
· How can you be a prophet?
· What do you think is the work of Christian service? 
· How do you think we can live our mission?
· What different ways do you think we can be more like Christ?

SOME SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 

· Using what you have discussed in the key questions and the reading from Ephesians, design a job description for the position/role of someone in Christian service and explain how the person must have grown up to be like Christ.
· Design a series of interview questions which shall be used at a ‘job interview’ for the post of ‘Follower of Jesus’.
· We all have a mission in life and with that comes responsibilities. Produce a guide for others outlining how you can fulfil your responsibilities through following the words of Paul.


LEARNING FOCUS 3:	The Sacrament of Marriage; The Promises

CONTENT 

For some people the living out of the commitment to love and service will be through marriage. Marriage is a sacrament of commitment to love and support of each other. It celebrates the gift of love, life and friendship with God and one another. The husband and wife, if blessed with children, will provide a loving family for the children to grow up in.
Before a couple get married they have to take part in a marriage preparation course which usually takes place in the parish or Deanery. The purpose of this is to make sure the couple really understand what they are undertaking as this is a life-long commitment of service.

Show the relevant video clip of Sacrament of Marriage, exchanges of promises from the Come and See website Usually a Christian marriage takes place in church. Sometimes this is during Mass, and at other times it is a separate liturgy. It is a very special occasion, which family and friends share. In both cases after the scripture readings the priest calls the bride and groom to stand in front of the altar. He asks them if they are freely choosing to be married. After each has said, ‘I will’ they join hands.

The bride and groom each say:

‘I call upon these persons here present, to witness that I (name) do take thee, (name) to be my lawful wedded (wife/ husband), to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death do us part.’

Church’s Story 3 pages 72-75 put on the IWB, talk about the pictures. Look at page 74. 

SOME KEY QUESTIONS

· How do you think the married couple can show their love, service and commitment to each other?
· What part of the promises did you like and why?
· Why does a promise matter more than just saying you will do something?
· What do the promises commitment the bride and groom to? 
· Which promises do you think would be hard and why?
· Why do you think family and friends will join in the celebration of marriage?

SOME SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 

· Create a prayer for married people, asking God for his strength and guidance. Incorporate the prayer into a wedding card you have designed.
· Read and discuss the Promises. In your own words say what you think they might mean in terms of thoughts and actions within daily life.
· Match simplified promises to the actual promises of the sacrament of marriage and give an example of how this might be lived out in married life.



	Simplified Promise…
	Actual Promise…
	How this is might be lived in daily life…

	Not to let illness 
break us up
	In sickness and in health
	Looking after one another 

	To share all I have equally with you
	
	

	To live with you for ever until one of us dies
	
	

	Not to let poverty 
come between us
	
	

	To be faithful to 
you alone
	
	

	To love you and look after you tenderly 
	
	

	To begin a new 
family with you
	
	

	To put you first in 
my life
	
	






LEARNING FOCUS 4: The Blessing of Rings

CONTENT 

Use Church’s Story 3 pages 75-77 show the relevant video clip of Sacrament of Marriage, ask the children what they notice Think about the shape of a ring, that it has no beginning or end and is usually made of gold or a precious metal. The rings which are a sign of love and fidelity are blessed by the priest. The bride and groom and their witnesses sign the register of marriage. This is an official legal document. Everyone then joins in with the Our Father, which ends with a blessing in which the priest prays that the couple will be faithful to each other, be an example of Christian life. The priest asks that they will be blessed with children and be good parents and, that at the end of their lives they will have everlasting life in Heaven with all the saints.

The couple leave the church followed by family and friends and celebrations usually follow.

SOME KEY QUESTIONS

· Why do you think the couple exchange rings?
· What do you think is meant by love and fidelity?
· Why is the Our Father a good prayer to say at this point in the marriage service?
· How do you think the married couple might be an example of Christian life?

SOME SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 

· Make a booklet of the marriage liturgy, explaining what is happening and why, include a choice of appropriate hymns, of appropriate scripture readings and hymns and give reasons for your choices.
· Write a section for the marriage preparation course on advice about bringing up children; talk about this in your group before it is written.
· Re-enact the marriage ceremony, listen to The Wedding March and use in the ceremony.


LEARNING FOCUS 5:	Showing Love to One Another in Marriage

CONTENT 

The book of Proverbs is a collection of wise Jewish sayings written many centuries before the time of Jesus. It contains quite a few sayings about human qualities. The following section describes a good wife.

The Capable Wife

How hard it is to find a capable wife! She is worth far more than jewels! Her husband puts his confidence in her, and he will never be poor. As long as she lives, she does him good and never harm. She keeps herself busy making wool and linen cloth. She brings home food from out-of-the-way places, as merchant ships do. She gets up before daylight to prepare food for her family and to tell her servant women what to do. She looks at land and buys it, and with money she has earned she plants a vineyard.

She is a hard worker, strong and industrious. She knows the value of everything she makes and works late into the night. She spins her own thread and weaves her own cloth. She is generous to the poor and needy. 

She doesn’t worry when it snows, because her family has warm clothing. She makes bedspreads and wears clothes of fine purple linen. Her husband is well known, one of the leading citizens. She makes clothes and belts and sells them to merchants. She is strong and respected and not afraid of the future. She speaks with a gentle wisdom. She is always busy and looks after her family’s needs.

Her children show their appreciation, and her husband praises her. He says, many women are good wives, but you are the best of them all.
Proverbs 31:10-29

SOME KEY QUESTIONS

· Which parts of the description do you like best and why? 
· Proverbs does not include a description of a good husband. How would you describe a capable husband?
· Describe the things ‘the wife’ does to show her love and care.
· Can you think of anyone in your life who shows such love, care and attention to you?

SOME SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 

· Write a character study of a capable wife.
· Write a character study of a capable husband.
· Write a letter to one of your parents/carers expressing your appreciation for their love and care, giving examples.
· Share how in your own family your parent or carer shows their love and care. Write a prayer of thanks include all of the key words from the topic to express your understanding i.e. fidelity, commitment, responsibility, love, service, loyalty etc. 
E.g. Thankyou God… for the commitment my mum shows to my family because she works very hard every day to pay our bills.
Thankyou God… for the service…


LEARNING FOCUS 6:	All are Called to Live in Love and Service

CONTENT 

Many people remain unmarried and are also called by God in love and service to others. All Christians whether they are married or unmarried are called by God to be kind, loving and holy and to follow the example of Jesus. To do this they need to use all the gifts that God has given them to love God and to be of service to their neighbour. There is no limit to the love and service Christians show in their lives.

It is not always easy to be loving and to be of to service others, but it will lead to living in peace and happiness. Jesus in his Sermon on the Mount talked about what we need to do to achieve true happiness.

“Happy are those whose greatest desire is to do what God requires; God will satisfy them fully! “Happy are those who are merciful to others; God will be merciful to them!
“Happy are the pure in heart; they will see God! “Happy are those who work for peace; God will call them his children! 
Matthew 5: 6-9

SOME KEY QUESTIONS

· What gifts might be used to show love and service? 
· Why is it sometimes hard to show love and service? 
· What are the rewards of love and kindness?
· What do you think it means to be merciful?
· How could you work for peace?

SOME SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 

· Compose a litany beginning with:
· Happy are those who…. because they 
· God will …
e.g. Happy are those who are peaceful because they try to make friends. God will call them his children etc.
· Research what volunteers do in your local community, e.g. for the homeless, for the sick, for the lonely, someone running a football team etc. If possible, interview one of these people and find out why they do it and what happiness it gives them.
· Make a display of any information about volunteering.


RESPOND
Remembering, celebrating and responding to showing care
and commitment and the call to life and love within the community; marriage.

Remember
Start the session with a moment of quiet reflection. Provide each child with the opportunity to engage with questions of meaning and purpose related to being called and responding to the experience of Life Choices.
Using the display, children may be able to recognise the following by use of discussion, role-play, drama, art, cue cards etc.

Ask the children if there is anything they wonder and ask questions about:
· What is important for friendship to thrive?
· Why are fidelity, loyalty and commitment important in maintaining a friendship?
· The importance of commitment and responsibility in relationships.

Provide the opportunity, possibly by one of the means above, for the children to remember
· We all have a mission.
· What is means to be committed.
· The work of Christian service.
· The Sacrament of Marriage.
· The symbols of the promises and the blessing of rings.
· The Beatitudes.
· All are called to live in love and service.
· The Christian witness of voluntary service in the community.

Rejoice
Remember to plan an end of year class celebration. (Download the Rejoice and Gather Form on the Come and See website.)

Renew
The teacher helps each child to make an individual response to what they have understood and celebrated from their own experience and of the experience of the Church community.

Apply their learning
How can I be of service to others?

Some sample ideas
After a time of quiet reflection and prayer; invite the children to
· Sign up on a list in the classroom for a particular task they can volunteer for which would help in some way.
· Find a way of volunteering to do something at home.

Teacher evaluation
This is ongoing and will inform future teaching and learning, which will include assessment for learning.

STANDARD SUMMARY


Some children will be able to make links to show how feelings and beliefs affect their own and others’ quality of care and commitment towards each other. 
Some children will be able to make links to show how feelings and beliefs affect their own and others’ behaviour in relationships. 
Some children will be able to use a developing religious vocabulary to give reasons for the religious actions and symbols used in the Sacrament of Marriage.
Some children will be able to give reasons for the love and service shown by Christians. 
Some children will be able to make links to show how feelings and beliefs affect their behaviour and that of others, concerning their mission in life. 

Some children will begin to compare their own and other people’s ideas about questions concerning care and commitment that are difficult to answer. 
Some children will begin to engage with and respond to questions of life, particularly in relationships. 
Some children will begin to describe and show understanding of religious sources, beliefs, ideas, feelings and experiences making links between them; concerning the mission of a Christian and married people in particular. 
Some children will be able to use religious terms to begin to show an understanding of the marriage liturgy and the Promises made. 
Some children will begin to show understanding of how religious belief shapes the lives of married people.
Some children will begin to show understanding of how religious belief shapes the lives of those who are involved in the community as volunteers. 
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CHURCH TEACHING

This is an outline of the teaching of the Church covered in LIFE CHOICES:
· The Sacrament of Marriage.
· The call to holiness.
· Each person shares in the mission of Christ.
· Witness of Christian life.
· Christian service.
· The Beatitudes.
· Love of God and neighbour.

