Dear Parent/Guardian							              18th July 2025
I hope you are well? And getting ready for the summer holidays.
In recent months we have had several requests for older children to be baptised. Their baptism may have been delayed due to Covid, or you may have decided to have your child baptised so they can celebrate First Holy Communion next year or transfer to a Faith High School.
But coming and expecting your child to be baptised in a few weeks before First Holy Communion or due to an admission’s form for school is unrealistic and puts a lot of demands on our young children and on Parish resources.
This matter was discussed at a recent Deanery meeting and some concerns have been raised.
The first point of call, if you are seeking Baptism isn’t the school,  it’s at Mass at the weekend. When the Community gathers in Faith. 
Mass Times
St Austin’s Saturday 6.30pm and 9.30am Sunday morning. 
Also Sunday morning Mass at 11.00am at St Teresa’s. 
You can attend any of our Churches or Masses.
Due to children being a little older it does take longer for them to be prepared. If you are wanting your children to be baptised, then do not delay. See the priest or Deacon at the Mass you attend.
We have decided to have only one course a year for older children to be baptised. 
So please contact us immediately, by attending Church.
If you do delay you may not get the date you want for baptism, and we won’t want you to be disappointed.
If you are seeking baptism, then Come and See and take part in Family of the Church in which you want your Family to be part of.
We already have booking several months ahead.

God Bless and see you soon.

Fr Martin, Deacons Kevin and Dave and the Community Team in our local Parishes

